Authors are generally agreed that in cases of contracted pelvis it is the conjugata vera to which the attention of the accoucheur is to be specially directed. Here, as a consideration of one of the most elementary mechanical problems connected with the development of the female pelvis indicates, we are likely to meet with the evil results of a departure from a healthy condition of the bones during the growth of the skeleton; here, too, there is little room to spare, and any diminution in size, even though ever so slight, is of more serious 
